LAMORINDA WEEKLY

See public meetings schedule on
these pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org

Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org

The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Orinda Public Meetings

City Council Regular Meeting:

Tuesday, Jan. 9, 7 p.m.

Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way
Planning Commission

Tuesday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m.

Orinda Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way
Supplemental Sales Tax Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 6:30 p.m.

Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 22 Orinda Way

FOUMBATION REPAIR

707-532-2468 LIMITED TIME OFFER

GET_A FREE INSPECTION $5°° OFF*

* Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $500. Coupon must be presented at time of
inspection. Offer may not be combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer.
Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through 03/31/2024. i

CRAWL SPWCE REPAIR COMCRETE LIFTING

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

Call 925-433-3988 ..
a <7 Honest

www.honestrodentproofing.com Rodent P]'[I‘I']IHE

Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento pasgaEase 145 cas Thuir
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35 years of experience in architectural design

www kaplanarchitects.com

KAPLAN ARCHITECTS 510) 3610223

LeapFrog Plumbing

To all our Lamorinda customers:

Ho Ho Ho! You’re the best!
We thank you for the privilege
of hoppin’ to it for you this year!
We wish you true peace, love
and joy. May you have a safe
and Plumb Hoppy Holiday.
Merry Christmas

& Happy New Year!

' $200 off

1
1
I tankless/hybrid water 1
heater installation* |
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iLeapFrog Loot 1

, $100 off

I Any tank-type water 1
I heater installation* 1
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Head Frog Mo Williams
The one-call plumber

Gas, Water & Sewer
e Emergency service

¢ Repairs & installation

¢ Video sewer inspection
e Copper re-piping

e Preventive checkups

e Water heater specialist Tank LeapFroqg Loot 1
Tankless, Hybrid P 9

e High Pressure Jetter for : $50 Off

1

1

Sewer & French Drain cleaningl  Apy new faucetor |
1 fixture installation* 1

*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/24

We Hop o It!

Family-owned and serving
Lamorinda since 1993

LeapFrog is a vendor
for PG&E gas service.

! 629377-6600

o6 www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

925-377-0977

www.lamorindaweekly.com

Wednesday, January 3, 2024

Orinda ushers in new mayor and vice
mayor; planning director to retire

By Sora O’Doherty

Photos Sora O’Doherty

Orinda City Council honors Mayor Inga Miller as
she steps down from her year as mayor. Darlene
Gee (second from left) will serve her second term
as mayor and Latika Malkani, far right, will serve

as vice mayor.

Acting in accordance
with the city’s tradition,
the Orinda City Council
reorganized on Dec. 19.
Outgoing Mayor Inga
Miller will return to the
council as a member,
while Vice Mayor Dar-
lene Gee steps up to be
mayor for a second term.
Top vote-getter Latika
Malkani was chosen as
the new vice mayor,
serving her first term as
such.

Miller was honored
by the council with a
proclamation, and a gift
of flowers and a gavel.
The proclamation was
read out loud by the rest
of the city council.

Miller chose to grant
her Mayoral Award of
Excellence to outgoing
Planning Director Drum-
mond Buckley, who
joined the Orinda staff in
1996, and his staff for
their work on the Plan
Orinda Project. She
noted that Plan Orinda
marks a positive point in
the history and trajectory
of Orinda, and that the
award was earned by a
team of members, led by
Buckley, that included a
number of people over
the past seven years,
some of whom no longer
work for the city.

Specifically, Buckley
called to the podium to
be recognized former Se-
nior Planner Mayank Pa-
tel and current Assistant
Planners Winnie Mui and
Darin Hughes. Buckley
also announced his own
retirement, effective Jan.
17.

Miller said of Buck-
ley, “He's done a lot of
work and been under, I
would say, a lot of
duress.” She explained
that the mayor's award of
excellence is an award
that's given out each year
by the outgoing mayor
for an achievement that
the mayor sees as re-
markable in the commu-
nity. “This is a team of
people that continue to
work extraordinarily
hard to see the dream
that so many of us share
in Orinda, to see our
downtown revitalized,
and return to what we
remember from a long
time ago, and to grow
and to be a new place.

“They have also
spent a lot of late nights
and a lot of commuting
from really distant parts
of the East Bay to listen to
all of our residents, and
to hear about how to
make our downtown,
how to make all parts of
our community fit within
our housing here in
Orinda and because of
their hard work over the

last seven years planning f

our downtown, they
were able to then use
that as a keystone in our
larger state required
housing element for
planning, for housing all
over our city,” Miller
said.

Buckley, accepting
the award, said that he
first wanted to thank the
Orinda community, the
city council, the plan-
ning commission, the
downtown housing sub-

committee of the city
council, and all the com-
munity groups that par-
ticipated along the way.
He added that he also
thanked the city man-
agers, noting that during
his career at the city he
worked for three city
managers, and particu-
larly the current one.

He also acknowl-
edged the substantial
contributions of the team
of consultants, Place-
works, Opticos Design,
Rincon Consultants, who
provided support and
guidance throughout the
process, and the city at-
torney's office, which, to-
gether with the consul-
tant team, helped the
planning department
navigate through a highly
complex legal landscape.

At one point or an-
other, Buckley said, every
staff member pitched in
to help, but the core team
was present to accept the
award, including special
guest, Mayank Patel, who
served as senior planner
until early 2020, and As-
sistant Planner Darin
Hughes, “who started as
an intern in the pre-Plan
Orinda days when we
were beginning to ex-
plore options for down-
town planning, and later
took on the completion of
the downtown precise
plan.”

Buckley also praised
associate Planner, Win-
nie Mui, who took on
overall management of
all components of Plan
Orinda after Patel de-
parted. “Mayank, Darin
and Winnie are all very,
very different people, but

they have one important
quality in common: to a
person, they all deeply
enjoy their craft and as a
result they really like
their work. They like to
learn new skills and they
are extremely depend-
able and competent. It's a
cliche for managers to
say that they are only as
good as their staff. But in
my case, it's also the
truth,” he said.

Upon the conclusion
of Buckley’s remarks, the
council gave a presenta-
tion, honoring him upon
his retirement. Mayor
Miller acknowledged that
he had agreed to stay on
to complete the relevant
projects. “I know that you
put off a lot of plans and
have people waiting on
other continents for you
so very patiently, and
that you have stayed with
us long beyond what you
intended to do. So we are
so grateful to you, Drum-
mond,” she added.

Accepting the
proclamation in his
honor, Buckley said,
“This is a little bit much,”
but he noted that it was
also his father’s 90th
birthday, and it was a
great gift for him. Former
Mayor Amy Worth, who
served on the city council
for over 20 years, praised
Buckley and noted that
one of the main reasons
why the city of Orinda
chose to incorporate was
to deal with land issues.
Planning Commissioner
Robert Hubner was
among those in the audi-
ence at the meeting in
honor of Buckley.
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Planning Director Drummond Buckley was honored by
outgoing Mayor Inga Miller with her Mayoral Award of
Excellence, from left, front: Janet Riley, Winnie Mai,
Drummond Buckley and Latika Malkani; middle row:
Mayor Inga Miller, Darlene Gee, and Brandyn Iverson;
back row: Assistant Planner Darin Hughes and former
member of the planning department, Myank Patel.
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Orinda Police

Department

Incident Summary
Report

Dec. 10 - Dec. 16

Alarms 11
911 Calls (incudes hang-ups) 2
Traffic 49

Suspicious Circumstances 1
Suspicious Subject 8

Suspicious Vehicle
Service to Citizen
Patrol Req./Security Check
Public/School Assembly Check
Supplemental Report
Vacation House Check
Welfare Check
Ordinance Violation
Vehicle violations
Accident Injury
Moraga Way
Accident Property
Martha Rd./Glorietta Blvd.
Claremont Ave./Camino Pablo
Camino Sobrante
Camino Pablo/Eb Sr 24
Reckless Driving
Miner Rd./Camino Pablo
400 Block Dalewood Dr.
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Tc - Property Damage

Santa Maria Way/Orinda Way
Other criminal activity
Commercial Burglary

20 Block Bryant Way

10 Block Orinda Way
Computer Fraud

10 Block Scenic Ct.
Grand Theft

Camino Sobrante/Orinda Way
Identity Theft

50 Block Camino Lenada

Police Department

10 Block Orchard Rd.
Petty Theft

Del Mar PL

100 Block Alice Ln.
Shoplift

Camino Pablo
Warrant Arrest

Moraga Way
Nuisance to the Community
Disturbance-domestic

30 Block Wilder Rd.
Disturbing The Peace

10 Block Mira Monte Rd.
Loud Noise

60 Block La Cresta Rd.

Miner Rd./Ranch Rd.
Loud Party

El Gavilan Ct./Mira Flores
Other
Revocation Of Probation

Camino Sobrante
Transient Contact

Moraga Way

2024 Holiday Tree Collection Schedule

Christmas and New Year's Day are on Mondays this year; therefore everyone’s regular service day will be pushed one
day later both weeks to accommodate the holiday for drivers. Monday customers will be serviced Tuesday, etc.

Friday customers will be serviced Saturday Dec 30 and Jan 6.

Your tree pickup will be on the same day as your regular garbage service but by a separate truck.

Week of Jan 2-6

Week of Jan 8-12

Week of Jan 15-19

AFTER Jan 20

Tree Pickup Reminders

Customers in Walnut Creek, Danville, Alamo, Diablo,
and Blackhawk (including unincorporated areas).

Customers in Lafayette, Orinda, and Moraga
(including unincorporated areas).

Any customers who missed prior tree collection.

If possible, cut tree and place in organics cart with lid closed,
or call (925) 685-4711 to schedule a pick-up for a fee.

+ Remove lights, ornaments, tinsel, and stands
(whether plastic, metal, or wood) before placing tree curbside.

« Trees over 6' must be cut in half.

+ Flocked trees should be cut to place inside your black landfill cart,
or call (925) 685-4711 to schedule a curbside pick-up in advance.

Leave trees at curbside on the same day as your
collection day, during your city’s assigned week.

Collected trees will be composted.
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Sustainability in Action
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Central Contra Costa Solid Waste Authority






